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Why “interconnected™?

o

= Split 1n styles—very difterent, developed 1n
ditterent places?
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Contrasting: good for technical consideration

o

- Interactions and influences wteresting

<= Work 1n progress...




Mervyn Pragnell’s “kirk™

o

> '|'’hroughout "60s

o

- Burstall met Pragnell in Foyle’s
bookshop 1n London

<= Pragnell’s group met in Birkbeck
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< Present: Burstall ...
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<+ ... Landin, Milner, Iliffe,

Coulouris

<= Somewhat mystical readings

<= Influence especially on PJL., RMB
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Strachey’s consulting business

o

- 1960—-1964

o

- London, consulting on
(e.g.) Orion autocode

<= CPL during this period




Strachey’s consulting business

<= Employed Landin,

temporarily also Burstall

<= FEarly ideas tor denotational
semantics formed
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Formal Language Description LLanguages

<= Held in September 1964 1n Baden-bei-Wien

= [FIP 'TCG2 organised, IBM sponsored, largely

/.emanek

o

- Vienna Lab, Strachey, McCarthy, van
Wingaarden, Culik, Landin, Elgot,

Caracciolo di Forino, Bohm...
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<= Very influential! But fairly well-known
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MIOCatYI1H

o

> 27—-30 November 1967

o

- Not very well known!

o

- Burstall, Floyd, Jones, King, Manna, McCarthy;

Paterson

o

> Schemas from Paterson

o

> Structural induction from Burstall
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[FIP WG 2.2 meetings

<= Roughly one or two per year,

starting September 1967

<= Meetings of people interested in
formal semantics: Strachey,
Hoare, McCarthy, Vienna, Scott,
van Wiyngaarden

<= Influences... and also argcuments
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[FIP WG 2.
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2 meetings

= Important meeting 21th—25th
April 1969 1n Vienna

<= Hoare presented axiomatic method

<= Hoare: “dithicult things are ditficult
to describe”

= Scott “found Strachey’s approach
the most sympathetic”
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Vienna switch

Had produced
operational (VDL
description of PL./1
in 1966, 63, 69

Not terribly well
received!
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Vienna switch

<= Jones heard Strachey lecture

<= Bekic¢ been with PJL in

L.ondon

= Beki¢, Lucas, Walk at WG
2.2

<= Denotational approach

adopted!
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<= January 22nd—February 2nd 1979

o

> Bjorner uniftying jump approaches

o

- Stoy: Exats “out of the woodwork™

/
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Burstall back to semantics

<= Plotkin moving away from power
domains
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Conclusions

= Interactions not always influential!

o

- Nevertheless, importance of context

o

4

an highlight overlooked figures, e.g. Burstall

o

C
> ''hesis preview

16




lTowards an Interconnected
History ot Semantics

NS L

Troy Kaighun Astarte
Newcastle Uniwersily

t.astartel@ncl.ac.uk

1

e e e e e R e e I R e T e T T e e LR T o e e e R e L S s L L e R o e e L N . = e e e e B R e e g

—— — s ——r o —— A T— —— e ot - - vm— w— - — . e b em— tm——— —a e ] et T, Gl . ® N — —————— . e el . AT 0 G i e . T s el it A kA . M et P e . el S el kD M N, T el B el e B A — o . e ¥ = —— S —— S ———— S —


mailto:t.astarte@ncl.ac.uk

