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These references are to publications that have had a significant influence on
our research. The first two sections below cover background material mainly on
sequential programs; the third section moves on to concurrency. A longer
list of references is available from LHbk-refs.pdf . (Some items might point to
documents that are behind paywalls.)

Sequential verification

[Tur49]: Alan Turing’s Checking a Large Routine is a remarkable paper: in
just three pages, . . .

[Flo67]: Bob Floyd’s Assigning Meanings to Programs is an essential
paper in the development of ideas for the verification of sequential programs.
(This widely cited paper is perhaps less widely read! It certainly warrants the
effort to study Floyd’s contribution which includes termination arguments and
initiates what Dijkstra would later formalise as “healthiness conditions”.)

[Man68]: Zohar Manna’s
[Hoa69]: Tony Hoare’s
[Hoa71]: Tony Hoare’s Proof of a program: FIND offers a key step

forward from [Hoa69]: the 1971 paper shows that ”Hoare axioms” can be used
to check steps of development (as well as providing a way to check complete
programs). This transition is discussed in . . .

Semantics

[McC66]: John McCarthy’s
[LW69]: Peter Lucas and Kurt Walk’s
[Hoa69]: Tony Hoare’s
[Sto77]: Joe Stoy’s
Gordon Plotkin’s famous Aarhus lectures on ”Structural Operational Seman-

tics” were delivered in 1981 and distributed as a technical report; the reprinting
of the notes

[Plo04a]: Gordon Plotkin’s
made them far more accessible. See below on the accompanying [Plo04b].
. . . more? . . .
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Concurrency

[AM70]: Ed Ashcroft and Zohar Manna’s
[Ash75]: Ed Ashcroft’s
[Owi75]: Susan Owicki’s
[OG76]: Susan Owicki and David Gries’s
. . . more? . . .
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